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SUBJ: REACTION TO KING FAISAL'S ASSASSINATION 

1 . IN SEPARATE MEETINGS I HAVE HAD WITH SHAIKH ZAYID AND 

SHAIKH RASHID LAST PEW DAYS, BOTH SEEMED REASONABLY SANGUINE ABOUT 
PUTURE IN SAUDI ARABIA. OP THE TWO, SHAIKH ZAYID WAS MOST APPECTED 
BY KING’S DEATH. SINCE LAST SUMMER HE HAD BUILT UP PERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIP OP SOME WARMTH WITH KING AND IS UNDOUBTEDLY SORRY 
TO SEE THIS POLITICAL ASSET WIPED OUT IN ONE BLOW BY ASSASSIN'S 
BULLET. WHILE HE EXPRESSED WARM REGARDS POR THEM, HE MAY WONDER 
IP HE IS ON SAME LOOTING WITH YOUNGER BROTHERS WHO ARE NOW TAKING OVE 
R. 

2. ZAYID EXPRESSED ASTONISHMENT THAT NEPHEW FAISAL HAD UNIMPEDED 
ACCESS TO KING GIVEN FACT THAT HE HAD PREVIOUSLY THREATENED KING'S 
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LIPE, AND THAT "MADNESS" RAN THROUGH THAT WHOLE BRANCH OF FAMILY. 
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3. SHAIKH ZAYID SAID KING FAISAL HAD BEEN "STRONG " AND "JUST" RULER. 

HE DESCRIBED KHAI.ED AS HAVING "GOOD CHARACTER" BUT HE ASSUMED THAT 
POWER WOULD BE WIELDED BY EAHD AND SULTAN BEHIND THE SCENES. 

ZAYID SAID THIS WAS OBVIOUSEY NOT AS GOOD ARRANGEMENT AS HAVING 
STRONG KING WITH ALL THE REINS IN HIS OWN HANDS, BUT HE WAS NEVER- 
THELESS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT SITUATION IN SAUDI ARABIA BECAUSE PRINCES 
TAKING OVER HERE WERE BOTH CAPABLE AND SENSIBLE. ONLY MEMBER OE 
ROYAL EAMILY HE EXPRESSED RESERVATION ABOUT WAS AMIR ABDULLAH. 

ZAYID SAID MERELY THAT HE DID NOT LIKE HIS LOOKS, WITHOUT BEING MORE 
SPECIEIC. 

4. LATER IN CONVERSATION SHAIKH ZAYID EXPRESSED A EEW 
CRITICISMS 

OE THE DEAD KING. HE SAID EAISAL, WITH ALL HIS VIRTURES, CLUNG TOO 
TENACIOUSLY TO CERTAIN IDEAS ONCE HE HAD EORMED THEM. ZAYID SAID 
THAT HE HAD RELAYED TO KING IMPRESSION HE HAD GAINED FROM VISIT TO 
IRAQ LAST SUMMER THAT SADDAM WAS MAN WHO MIGHT BE DEALT WITH, BUT 
THIS WAS BRUSQUELY DISMISSED BY KING WITH COMMENT THAT IRAQI 
REGIME WAS ONE HUNDRED PER CENT COMMUNIST. ZAYID SAID 
KING UNEORTUNATELY THOUGHT EVERYBODY WAS A COMMUNIST-PDRY 
GOVERNMENT, IRAQIS, EVEN THE ZIONISTS. "IT WAS THE ONE THING 
KING FAISAL AND I DID NOT AGREE ABOUT." 

5. ZAYID ALSO MADE COUPLE OE COMMENTS INDICATING THAT HE THOUGHT 
SAUDI ARABIA WOULD BENEFIT FROM "OPENING UP" SOCIALLY AND CULTURALLY. 
HE THOUGHT NEW RULERS MIGHT BRING THIS ABOUT. 

6. SHAIKH RASHID, WHOSE "ANYTHING GOES THAT PAYS" REGIME IN DUBAI 
WAS PROBABLY ANATHEMA TO EAISAL'S WAHHABI INSTINCTS, SEEMED 
NOT DEEPLY AEFECTED BY KING'S DEATH. HE TOO THOUGHT PROSPECTS EOR 
STABILITY IN SAUDI ARABIA UNDER EAHD AND SULTAN WERE REASONABEY 
GOOD. IN INTERESTING CONTRAST TO ZAYID'S REMARK, SHAIKH RASHID SAID 
HIS ONLY QUALM WAS THAT NEW SAUDI RULERS MIGHT BE LESS EORTHRIGHTLY 
OPPOSED TO COMMUNISTS "IN THEIR EOREIGN POLICY." WE DETECTED 

IN THIS A NOTE OF CONCERN THAT ZAYID MIGHT MOVE TO ESTABLISH DIPLO- 
MATIC RELATIONS WITH COMMUNIST STATES IE HE EELT DISAPPROVAL EOR 
SUCH MOVE IN RIYADH WOULD NOW BE LESS ADAMANT. 
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